Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 07557 291828Z 
61 

ACTION EUR-25 

INEO OCT-OI AE-IO 10-13 ADP-00 AID-20 CEA-02 CIAE-00 

COME-00 EB-II ERB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 CIEP-02 

STR-08 TRSE-00 LAB-06 SIL-01 OMB-01 SS-I5 NSC-IO L-03 

H-02 PA-03 PRS-OI USIA-I2 AGR-20 EA-II RSR-OI /19I W 

088243 

R29I8I4Z JUN 73 
PM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2288 
INEO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USINT ALGIERS 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

CONPIDENTIAL LONDON 07557 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: ETRD, EEC, UK, AG, MO, TS 

SUBJECT: REVERSE PREPERENCES POR THE MAGHREB 

REF: (A) LONDON 7503; (B) EC BRUSSELS 3571 

1 . DURING OUR DISCUSSION OP THE RESULTS OP THE JUNE 25- 
26 EC COUNCIL MEETING (REP A), MICHAEL BUTLER, HEAD OP 
THE EUROPEAN INTEGRATION DEPARTMENT AT THE FOREIGN 
OPFICE, RECOMMENDED THAT THE US GOVERNMENT APPROACH THE 
GOVERNMENTS OP MOROCCO, TUNISIA AND ALGERIA AT THIS 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 LONDON 07557 291828Z 

TIME IN ORDER TO REAPFIRM US VIEWS ON REVERSE 
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PREFERENCES. 

2. AS WE REPORTED IN REF A, THE BRITISH CONSIDER THAT 
THE RESULTS OF THE COUNCIL'S DISCUSSION ON RECIPROCITY 
FOR THE MAGHREB WERE NOT CLEAR. SOME PARTICIPANTS 
APPARENTLY BELIEVE THAT THE MATTER HAS BEEN SETTLED IN 
FAVOR OF A TWO-WAY FREE TRADE AREA (SEE, FOR EXAMPLE, 

THE VIEWS OF SOAMES AND WELLENSTEIN CITED IN PARA 10 REF 
B). THE UK, ON THE OTHER HAND, CONSIDERS THAT THE 

ISSUE OF RECIPROCITY IS STILL OPEN. 

3. BRITISH OFFICIALS HAVE ALSO TOLD US THAT THE 
AMBASSADORS OF THE THREE MAGHREB COUNTRIES INFORMED THE 
BELGIAN COUNCIL PRESIDENT THAT THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO 
GRANT REVERSE PREFERENCES TO THE COMMUNITY (SEE REF B). 
BUTLER CONSIDERS THAT THERE IS STILL ROOM FOR MANEUVER, 
HOWEVER. THE ALGERIANS HAVE OPPOSED REVERSE 
PREFERENCES IN THE PAST, AND THE TREATY OF ALGECIRAS MAY 
MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR MOROCCO TO GRANT THEM. BUTLER 
BELIEVES THAT A DISCREET AND TIMELY RESTATEMENT OF US 
VIEWS ON REVERSE PREFERENCES TO THE THREE MAGHREB 
GOVERNMENTS COULD BE HELPFUL IN THIS FLUID SITUATION. 

THE COMMUNITY WOULD FIND IT VERY DIFFICULT TO ADOPT A 
TWO-WAY FREE TRADE AREA APPROACH FOR THE MAGHREB, 
BUTLER SAID, IF THE THREE GOVERNMENTS MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
THEY WERE OPPOSED TO REVERSE PREFERENCES. 

ANNENBERG 
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